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This research examines the principle of "No Denial in 

Matters of Legitimate Disagreement" (lā inkāra fī masā’il al-

khilāf), a juristic maxim aimed at regulating interactions 

regarding issues on which scholars have divergent views, 

where each opinion is supported by valid evidence from 

Islamic sources. The significance of this principle lies in its 

role in structuring juristic discourse, preserving the unity of 

the Muslim community, and preventing either rigidity or 

laxity in matters of jurisprudence. 

The study demonstrates that disagreement is of two 

types: legitimate and valid disagreement, which is based on 

strong legal evidence and sound juristic reasoning, wherein 

denial of the opposing view is impermissible; and 

illegitimate disagreement, which is weak or anomalous and 

contradicts definitive texts or consensus, and must be 

rejected. 

The research adopts an inductive-analytical 

methodology by compiling juristic and legal theoretic texts 

related to the principle, reviewing evidence from the Qur’an, 

the Prophetic Sunnah, and the statements of the Companions 

and their successors, while clarifying the positions of 

scholars throughout history. 

The study concludes that the principle does not 

advocate the absolute suspension of denial, but rather 

restricts it to matters of legitimate juristic disagreement. It 

emphasizes that anomalous or weak disagreements must be 

rejected to protect the integrity of Islamic law and preserve 

the unity of the Muslim community. 

Legitimate disagreement, reproach, Ijtihad, Islamic 

jurisprudence.
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