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Abstract: 
This study examines the phenomenon of the "superfluous wāw" 

(al-wāw al-zāʾida) in the Arabic language as one of the subtle 

points of contention between two major grammatical schools: the 

Basran and the Kufan traditions. The Basran grammarians 



741 
 

categorically rejected the notion of redundancy in particles, 

maintaining that each has a defined syntactic function that must be 

preserved, and interpreted each instance accordingly in order to 

uphold the integrity of the language’s internal system. In contrast, 

the Kufans permitted the possibility of the wāw being superfluous 

in specific contexts, citing evidence from the Qur’an and 

classical Arabic poetry, particularly where the conjunction 

appears to lack an overt syntactic role. 

The research analyzes a set of Qur'anic examples that have 

historically sparked debate between these two schools, evaluating 

the linguistic and semantic arguments put forward by each side. 

It also explores the position of Abū al-Ḥasan al-Bāqillī (d. 543 

AH) in his work Jawāhir al-Qurʾān wa Natāʾij al-Ṣunʿa—a text 

erroneously attributed to al-Zajjāj—and finds that he generally 

aligns with the Basran view, with the exception of a single case 

where he leans toward the opinion that the wāw is indeed 

superfluous. 

This inquiry highlights the meticulousness of classical 

Arabic grammarians in analyzing textual structures and their 

commitment to grounding grammatical rules within a rigorous 

methodological framework. It also reflects the richness and 

diversity of Arabic grammatical thought, showing that what 

may seem superfluous on the surface could in fact serve a subtle 

rhetorical or syntactic function. 
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1
وخطأ نسبته للزجاج هو العلامة أحمد راتب النفاخ في مقالين نفيسين نشرهما في  الكتاب،الذي حقق اسم  - 

 . 4الجزء  48في المجلد  1973مجلة مجمع اللغة العربية بدمشق عام 
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ۥۡ  ۡ  سمح

سجحسجىۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  

تخمتجمتحجسحجتحمتجمتحج

ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  سمح

تحجتحجسجحسجىۡ  

                                                                                                                                         

 .3/103الكتاب لسيبويه  -( (9
 .2/192مجاز القرآن  -( (10
 4/364معاني القرآن وإعرابه  -( (11
 .4/22آن إعراب القر  -( (12
 .5/325الكشاف  -( (13
 .2/327البيان في غريب القرآن -( (14
 12ص 5شرح المفصل ج -( (15
 .7/355البحر المحيط  -( (16
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ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  سمح

  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ

  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ

تمخجمحسحجتمحجمحسجحسجى

ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  سمح

سجىۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  

تحجتحجسحجسجح

ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۦسمح

سجىۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  

تمجتحجسحجسجح

سمح

  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ

سجىۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  

تحمتمخسحجسجح

ۡ  ۡ  ۦۡ  سمح

ۡ  سجحسجىۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  

تحجتمجسحج

ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  سمح

ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۦۡ  
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  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ

ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۥۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  

جمحتمجتحجسحجسجحسجى

سمح

  ۡ ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۥ ۡ  ۡ 

تحجتحجسحجۡ  سجحسجى

ۡ  ۦ ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  سمح

ۡ  ۡ  ۥۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  

ۦۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۥۡ  ۡ  

تحجتحجسحجسجحسجىۡ  ۡ  

ۡ  ۡ  ۦسمح

  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ

تمجتحجسحجسجحسجىۡ  
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  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ
)26(

ۡ  ۥ ۡ  
(27)

 (34)

ۥۥ ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  سمح

تمحتحجتحجسحجسجحسجىۥۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  

ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۞سمح:

ۡ  سجحسجىۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  

                                                      
 .28ص 1الجواهر ج -( (25
 259سورة البقرة  -( (26
 21سورة مريم  -( (27
 282ص 1الكتاب لسيبويه، ج -( (28
 .1/173معاني القرآن للفراء  -( (29
 304ص 4الجامع لأحكام القرآن ج -( (30
 .24ص 1الجواهر ج -( (31
 .2/122البيان في غريب القرآن -( (32
 .6/171البحر المحيط  -(( 33
 ، المبحث الثاني. 233 -219مجلة الجامعة الإسلامية )سلسلة الدراسات الإسلامية(، المجلد الثامن عشر، العدد الأول ص -( (34
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تحمتحمتحجسحجۡ  

ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  سمح

  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ

تحمتمجسحجسجحسجى

ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  سمح

سجحسجىۡ  ۥۡ  ۥۦ

تمختحمسحج

ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  سمح

  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ

سجحسجىۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  

جمحتخمسحج

ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  سمح

  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ

  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ

تمحسحجۡ  سجحسجىۡ  ۡ  
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ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  سمح
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تحمتمخسحجسجحسجىۡ  ۡ  ۡ  

ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  سمح

تمحجمحسحجسجحسجىۡ  
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سجحسجىۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  

تمخجمحسحج

سجىۡ  ۥۡ  ۡ  سمح

ۡ  سمحتحمتجمتحجسحجسجح

  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ

تمجتجمتحجسحجتخمتجمتحجسجحسجى

سمح

  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ

تحجتحجسحجسجحسجى
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  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ

سجحسجىۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  

جمحتمجتحجسحج

ۡ  سمح  ۡ

سجىۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۡ  ۥ ۡ  

تحجتحجسحجۡ  سجح
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