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Abstract:

This study examines the phenomenon of the "superfluous waw"
(al-waw al-zd’ida) in the Arabic language as one of the subtle

points of contention between two major grammatical schools: the
Basran and the Kufan traditions. The Basran grammarians
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categorically rejected the notion of redundancy in particles,
maintaining that each has a defined syntactic function that must be
preserved, and interpreted each instance accordingly in order to
uphold the integrity of the language’s internal system. In contrast,
the Kufans permitted the possibility of the waw being superfluous
in specific contexts, citing evidence from the Qur’an and
classical Arabic poetry, particularly where the conjunction
appears to lack an overt syntactic role.

The research analyzes a set of Qur'anic examples that have
historically sparked debate between these two schools, evaluating
the linguistic and semantic arguments put forward by each side.
It also explores the position of Abai al-Hasan al-Baqillt (d. 543
AH) in his work Jawahir al-Qur’'an wa Nata'ij al-Sun ‘a—a text
erroneously attributed to al-Zajjaj—and finds that he generally
aligns with the Basran view, with the exception of a single case
where he leans toward the opinion that the waw is indeed
superfluous.

This inquiry highlights the meticulousness of classical
Arabic grammarians in analyzing textual structures and their
commitment to grounding grammatical rules within a rigorous
methodological framework. It also reflects the richmess and
diversity of Arabic grammatical thought, showing that what
may seem superfluous on the surface could in fact serve a subtle
rhetorical or syntactic function.
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