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Abstract  

his study examines the objective of facilitation (taysīr) and the 

removal of hardship (rafʿ al-ḥaraj) in Ḥanafī jurisprudence as 

presented by Imam al-Sarakhsī (d. 490 AH). It emphasizes that 

Islamic law is fundamentally structured to alleviate hardships 

and accommodate exceptional circumstances. The research 



 

 

 

demonstrates how this principle manifests in various legal 

rulings, such as concessions in worship—like performing dry 

ablution (tayammum) in the absence of water, permitting 

travelers and the sick to break their fast, and allowing 

modifications in prayer in cases of incapacity. The study draws 

upon evidence from the Qur’an, including the verse: "Allah 

intends ease for you and does not intend hardship for you" 

(Qur’an 2:185), and Prophetic traditions that encourage 

choosing the easier option so long as it does not involve sin. 

The research highlights the practical applications of this 

principle in al-Sarakhsī’s al-Mabsūṭ, where legal hardship is 

systematically mitigated in matters such as financial 

transactions and judiciary rulings, with an emphasis on 

proportionality in religious obligations (taklīf). The study 

concludes by affirming that facilitation and the removal of 

hardship constitute a fundamental objective (maqṣad) of Islamic 

law, reflecting its adaptability and capacity to serve human 

welfare. 

key words: 

al-Sarakhsī, facilitation (taysīr), removal of hardship (rafʿ al-

ḥaraj). 
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