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The classification of Makki and Madani is one of the important 

sciences of the Qur’an. Scholars have differed regarding the 

classification of some surahs, whether they are Makki or Madani, 

due to varying narrations or overlapping circumstances. Examples 

of such disputed surahs include Al-Fatiha, Al-Insan, and Ar-Ra'd. 

Moreover, some surahs are generally Makki but contain verses 

that are Madani, which is known as “exceptions.” Examples 

include certain verses from Surahs Al-Hajj, Al-An'am, and Al-

Mutaffifin. 

Scholars have established specific criteria to distinguish 

between Makki and Madani verses. Makki revelations are 

characterized by a focus on matters of belief, shorter verses, and 

general addresses such as “O mankind.” In contrast, Madani 

revelations tend to focus on legislation, social issues, and 

addresses like “O you who believe,” with longer and more 

structured content. 

In rare cases, some verses were revealed in Madinah before the 

Hijrah but are considered Makki due to their chronological 

precedence, such as those revealed during the Farewell 

Pilgrimage. Conversely, some verses were revealed in Makkah 

after the Hijrah and are deemed Madani because they came after 

this defining event, such as parts of Surahs An-Nasr and Al-

Ma’idah. 

This highlights that the determining factor in classification is 

time, not place, making this science one of precision. It requires 

careful consideration of context and authentic narrations when 

classifying the surahs and verses
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https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%88_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%8A

