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Abstract 

    This study examines (Alfanqalah) and (Almuqāwalah) methods 

mentioned by the Ottoman linguist Dede Cöngi (d:1567) in his 

book (Ḥāshiyat ʻalá taṣrīf al-ʻIzzī) through his grammatical 

argumentations, which he employs as tools to convince others of 

both the opinions he adopted and those he rejected. The term 

(Alfanqalah) is derived from linguistic structures such as (If you 

say, I say) or (If it was said, we say). On the other hand, 

(Almuqāwalah) refers to scholarly debates where differing 

opinions are discussed to persuade others. These disputations 

stated by structures mainly consist of verbs of saying, like (-

against- what they said, we say) or (it was said, one scholar said). 

    The study begins by presenting Dede Cöngi's biography, 

providing a bibliographical study of his works. It then defines 

grammatical argumentations. Furthermore, it clarifies both 

dictionary and scientific meanings of the terms (Alfanqalah) and 

(Almuqāwalah). It also points to their linguistic structures, 

illustrating some of Dede Cöngi’s examples. Finally, it highlights 

Dede Cöngi’s utilization of these methods as teaching strategies 

for Arabic grammar, relying on offering questions and giving 

answers; an approach that ensures boosting interaction between 

teachers and students. This paper emphasizes the value of 

(Alfanqalah) and (Almuqāwalah) techniques, which are relevant 

not only to the past but also to today’s Arabic grammar 

instruction, and demonstrates its impact on the educational 

process. Moreover, it proves the contribution of Muslim Ottoman 
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scholars in the field of pedagogical studies, helping to correct 

some inaccuracies in the history of science. 
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