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Abstract:

The book Tabagat al-Shafi iyyah al-Kubra (The Major Classes of
the Shafi'T School) by Imam al-Subki is considered one of the
most comprehensive works on the biographies of scholars of the
Shafi‘T school. Among its rich content are remarkable and rare
juristic issues (figh anomalies) mentioned in the biographies of the
scholars. Al-Subki highlights the importance of knowing such
peculiar legal opinions, arguing that a jurist cannot be truly well-
versed if he only knows the prevailing rulings (fatwas) without
understanding the broader landscape of juristic disagreement.

In this work, al-Subkt draws attention to many rare and unusual
legal opinions that are not commonly found in the well-known
books of ShafiT jurisprudence. Rather than relying on the
mainstream legal texts, al-Subki explores lesser-known works by
key figures in the school to uncover these juristic anomalies. His
role was not merely that of a transmitter; he often analyzed,
critiqued, or defended these opinions, sometimes disputing their
rarity or the claim that they were unique to their proponents.

The reasons behind the juristic oddities al-Subki cites are varied—
some stem from within the Shafi‘t school, while others lie outside
its boundaries. This study sheds light on these peculiarities as
presented in biographical literature, especially in al-Subki’s
Tabagat, and analyzes their underlying causes. Such research is
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particularly important today, as some contemporary figures seek
to popularize rare or anomalous opinions, presenting them to the
general public without proper scholarly filtering or preference,
thereby distorting public understanding of Islamic rulings. This
study emphasizes the need to discern between accepted, weak, or
anomalous opinions and warns against the dangers of elevating
non-mainstream views to normative status.

Keywords: juristic anomalies—rare legal issues—biographies—
Tabagat al-Shafi iyyah al-Kubra—al-Subki.
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