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Abstract

Imam Ahmad (may Allah have mercy on him) was
predominantly characterized by his piety and cautiousness, often
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refraining from issuing explicit definitive legal rulings.
Consequently, a variety of terms and phrases have been attributed
to him, and this research has identified seventy distinct expressions
coined by Imam Ahmad in response to various legal issues and
questions. These responses also include non-verbal cues such as
gestures, facial expressions, and laughter, which his followers
termed "notations".

These expressions, used by Imam Ahmad in his responses as
recorded by his students, are classified into two categories: those
unanimously linked to one of the five legal rulings and those
subject to differing opinions. Based on their explicit meaning and
their indication of legal ruling, these expressions are divided into
four categories:

Absolute Narrations

Notations: verbal, gestural, or movement-based

Deriving the Mujtahid’s stance from an explicit verse,
hadith, or tradition

Deriving Imam Ahmad’s stance from his responses with
differing opinions.

key words:

Imam Ahmad, figh schools, Hadith, figh terminology.
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