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Beggars in Cairo in the Mamluk Sultanate Era:
Between Need and Deceit
(A Historical Study)

Abstract

This study sheds light on one of the most important social phenomena that
emerged during the Mamluk era, namely the phenomenon of begging and the
begging groups that earn from these activities, which were met with great disdain
by society and the authorities, as well as historians. It is a phenomenon that is not
modern, but rather existed in periods before the Mamluk era, which does not
prevent it from enjoying characteristics and features that distinguished it from the
periods that preceded it according to the different social variables that constituted
that era. Hence, this study deals with these groups that lived on the margins of
society, looking for money to meet their basic needs in the face of successive social
and economic changes.
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