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The Image of Mother in Abu Firas al-Hamdani's 'Al-"
"Rumiyyat': An Analytical Study

Dr. Farag Ahmed Elrefaei Salem Allam
Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, New Valley

University

Abstract:

This research examines the portrayal of the mother figure
in Abu Firas's "Al-Rumiyyat" through the analysis of selected
texts that depict a strong connection with his mother, expressing
shared emotions. These texts collectively form a cohesive
narrative, progressively revealing a detailed or nearly precise
image of the mother, starting from family life, her struggles,
pains, attempts to console her, and alleviate her burdens,
culminating in Abu Firas' mourning for her with profound sorrow.
To achieve the objectives of this research, the plurality and
diversity of literary text interpretations and their enrichment are
discussed first, along with the factors contributing to this
enrichment, whether regarding the creator, the recipient, or the
creative process itself. Then, a suitable introduction regarding the
poems and Abu Firas's profound interest in his mother is
provided, followed by an analysis of a text depicting his mother's
overflowing emotions in "Asir," her afflictions, illnesses, fears,
and anxieties as a captive, abandoned by those around her. The
research further explores the poet's exhortations to his mother to
endure, not despair, and to take solace in those who preceded her
as a means of calming her thoughts. Additionally, another image
of the sorrowful mother is presented as she nears death, passing
away without fulfilling her hope of redeeming her captive and
finding solace in seeing him before her demise. The poet then
depicts her admirable qualities, his profound sadness, and his loss
at her death. Furthermore, the research highlights the prominent
structural phenomena related to his perception of the mother
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figure, particularly concerning the process of oral communication
as a distinctive feature.

Keywords: Abu Firas al-Hamdani, poetic text analysis,

"Al-Rumiyyat,”  captivity, mother figure, elegy, oral
communication.
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